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Achaemenid Empire

Northern and Eastern Mountain peoples establish 
the Kingdom of Alalakh in the Hemqê Valley.

Sargon the Great takes the region for some time but there’s 
no evidence of ethnic Akkadians inhabiting the region.
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The Kingdom of Alalakh fell into the hands of the 
Pharaohs of Egypt and they gave it to the rulers of 
Yamhad. It’s suspected that these rulers were a 
Semitic ethnicity.

The rulers and inhabitants of the city of Alalakh were 
ethnically and culturally different from each other 
and often didn’t get along.

Around 1750 BCE, the Egyptians lost power of 
Yamhad.

Mass migrations of Hurrians (Indo-European) into 
the region, becoming the domininant people in 
numbers, culture, and power. The region became 
the classical center of the Hurrians. 

Some scholars believe the Hurrians are the 
ancestors of the Kurds; the contemporary majority 
native population of the area.

More waves of Indo-European Mountain Peoples 
migrate to the area.

Although Hitities (Indo European) take over the 
area, the region remains culturally and ethnically 
dominated by Hurrians.

“Sea Peoples” wipe out civilization and it’s unclear 
if they settled in the region. However, there is no 
evidence that the Hurrians abandoned the region 
during the Bronze Age Collapse.

Arameans (Semitic) arrive, probably fleeing the 
Assyrians. They settle the area during a time of 
widespread political weakness caused by the “Sea 
Peoples”.

The Arameans connected and mixed with the 
decendents of the Hurrians and Hittites.

In 638 BCE the Guti People are imported by Assyrians 
as prisoners.

It’s likely that other Indo-European peoples were 
labelled “Guti” by the Assyrians and were imported to 
the region with them.

Total distruction of civilization in the region by the 
“Sea Peoples”.
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Armeans ally with Hurrians to push out the Assyrians.

The Uratu (desendents of the Hurrians) retreat from the region 
to their stronghold in Van after losing to the Assyrians.

In general, the Assyrians re-located the Arameans 
from their homelands after defeating them.

The Assyrians, who may not have had a large ethnic 
population of their own, bring “the Restless People” to settle 
the region. These were likely the Medes.

Many Kurds today claim that the Medes are their ancestors.M
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Around 1740 BCE, the native Indo-Europeans 
overthrow the Semitic rulers of Alalakh, and control 
of the region is returned to its majority peoples.

Although the Hitties ruled Alalakh, the Hurrians 
sometimes resisted them. This is made evident in 
pottery made by the Hurrians.

1482 BCE Egypt invades again and re-establishes a 
puppet government until power fades in 1447 BCE 
after the death of Pharaoh Thutmose III.

Waring period in the region between 
Mitanni-Hurrians and Egyptians.
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The height of this man represents 40 years, the 
average lifespan of an ancient person of this region.

Alexander the Great defeats the Achaemenids and 
takes this region in 330 BCE, ushering in a new era.

330 BCE

The “Siros Triangle” is an ancient region that forms a rough triangle between 
the modern day cities of Gaziantep, Antakya, and Aleppo. The old city of 
Siros (Nebi-Hori), is roughly in the center of this triangle; as well as the entire 
modern canton of Efrin.

This region has often been linked by similar geography, climate, history, 
politics, and culture.

Assyrians were one of the only civilazations to 
survive the Bronze Age Collapse. As they slowly 
recover, they gain influence in the region.
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